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1854     letter of that day, and the Victoria goes down to-night.    I hope all
----       these will return full.    The more Turks we can get the better the
&T- 67     chance of Balaklavanot being attacked, and we shall give them every opportunity of entrenching themselves.
I shall always recollect with the most grateful feelings that we owe this timely reinforcement to you. You must have worked hard to have introduced so much activity into the Turkish authorities.
We have made good progress the last two days, with very little serious interruption from the enemy. In two or three days it is hoped that the Allied armies will be able to open a very powerful fire upon Sevastopol.
More Turkish troops arrived two days later, (C a fine body of men," wrote Lord Raglan (15 October), "and in the most efficient state. ... I must repeat my grateful acknowledgments to you for having so promptly and effectually provided me with so respectable a reinforcement: the six battalions amount to 4,400 men." And again (19 October) : " I cannot say how much I feel the exertions you have made for us. They have been eminently successful, which is a marvel, considering the sluggards you have to deal with. But you know them, and what would have been impossible for another was practicable with you. St. Arnaud used to sayf Le Sultan c'est Lord Stratford.'" Once more (24 October) : " I shall be delighted to receive the battalions from Volo. I am sure 1 am indebted to you for the despatch of the ships to fetch them as well as for the troops themselves." This was true enough : it was not sufficient to find troops ; the ambassador must also find ships to carry them, with little assistance from the transport service, and in spite of the interminable delays, obstructions, and jealousies of the Turkish officials.
The heavy losses of our troops at the Alma and Balaklava entailed fresh and onerous duties at Constantinople. It had been presumed that ample accommodation had been provided for the sick and wounded at the hospital at Scutari, on the Asiatic shore of the Bosphorus, immediately opposite Pera; but when the transports laden with maimed and fevered soldiers began to arrive in an apparently interminable succession, it was soon discovered that there was neither accommodation, nor medical and nursing staff, nor furniture